WHAT ARE THE JEWS

made the Jews a distinctive group with an undoubtedly
remarkable surviving power? It must be ultimately
a quality in their collective life which is responsible
for their collectivity. Is it nationality, engendering
national loyalty? Is the collective life of the Jews
based ultimately on a national feeling ? Is the Jewish
loyalty of the individual Jew a national attach-
ment ? Are the Jews a nation ? This question brings
us to the great dividing issue in modern Jewish life,
in which are involved the other two possible classi-
fications for the collective life of the Jews.
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Jewish history would, at first sight, seem to give
support to the view that the Jews are a nation. Early
in their history they had a national existence. The
part of their history which is best known is one in
which they had their own country with their kings,
institutions, and activities that belonged to national
existence. The history of the Jews which is found
in the Bible is the history of a nation. The Jews of
the Bible were a nation, or two nations, living m
Palestine, with all the paraphernalia then appropriate
to a national organization. That fact does not prove
that the Jews are now a nation.

Firstly, it is too far back in time to prove anything